
APSTC MINUTES 7-10-18

Present: Alan Snow (Tree Warden), Nancy Higgins, Rachel Loeffler, Beki Margalit, Shoshana King, Gordon Green, Nonny Burack
Absent: Linden Pearsall, Henry Lappen,

Meeting called to order at 5:36PM

Minutes will be approved at the next meeting.

No public comment.  

Chair Report: Henry is not here, but in Nantucket giving a tree talk.  Henry will distribute tree handbooks at the tree planting.

Tree Warden Report: Town has no Gypsy moth program.
Planting on Saturday is on Palley Village Road by the corner of Old Belchertown Road.  The town’s tree planter contract has expired, so we are working on getting all the trees (right now we have about 10-16).
Two new scenic tree hearings. The trees are on East Hadley Rd. (trees will be impacted by new multi use path construction/complete streets construction) and East Pleasant Street across from Olympia Drive (trees on the west side all have to be removed; a bus shelter is being built/complete street construction). Site Visit is scheduled for July 23rd at 5:45 Meet first at East Pleasant St. (Village Park entrance).
The Select Board meeting is on July 23rd at 7:00PM to discuss the bylaw.  Can discuss getting DPW money for trees on the 23rd.  Comments can be sent beforehand to Henry to be discussed later.
Emergency removal was conducted today (to relieve plumbing issues).
Alan met with visiting professor and showed him around Amherst, talked about the Shade Tree Committee, etc. 
Alan is still lacking in seasonal employees for the summer. The town hasn’t planted any trees. 
Alan will talk to find out more about collections.

July Tree Planting: July 14th at Palley Village Road by the corner of Old Belchertown Road. Beki will meet Alan earlier at 8:30AM.

Possible sites for tree plantings in the fall: Longmeadow Dr. (could do two tree plantings in this area), down Amity could continue tree planting, Sunderland Rd. near the North Amherst Library

 Call of the Forest movie will be showing again on August 6th at Amherst Cinema. It was sold out the last two showings. Nonny highly recommends seeing this film. Mainly about forestry in general, but also a bit about urban forestry (in Japan).

Treasurer’s Report: $7,841.82 with no change. Motion to approve $40.71 to pay for tree handbooks. Motion approved 4-0.

New Info for New Town Council: making an introduction packet (a mini presentation on what the committee does. Ex. quick 5 slide power point presentation).  Alan will send an old presentation to Rachel, and Rachel will help update it.  The committee will review at the next meeting.

Committee Members’ Projects:
Rachel: social media, will set up a google drive for photos
Gordon: ?
Nancy: town activities
Nonny: looking for new trees for Placards 
Beki: minutes, scanning comics to be used by tree committee (will put them on the google drive)
Shoshana: will look into making a google calendar, working on gathering facts about autumn foliage in Amherst as an economic draw to send to Economic Development team (2.8 billion dollars from tourism in 2013)
Linden: knocking on doors before tree plantings, working on a survey to send out to the community

Next Meeting:  August 14th at 5:30PM

Volunteer hours:  39

Adjourned: 6:45PM

Submitted by: Beki


